C~J*(ie Jlancfs of^^utnotfi 

tneir cf~Gstory, (O^olitics, 
an(f<SJ~ > eop(e 

and^Parious interactions 
among 0~Qm 

<JJn 0~im.es L^assedC 
<J^s ^T)tscoverec/, " (^R.esearc/iecC 




yditk a huge OflAomt of assistance QroM. stmeme, M-tkwt his head stock in a botk all day lon^! 
-Giar'wis 



C<9~CJlJ>J£Jlr 



CjQfrst ancf earliest written recorcfto Cefun£on Quinotb ^ comes fom £ (ian£of one jCor£SinaCi£ Since it is an itemized 
list / S oo^lost in a fragon attacfupon Qs Come vifage, we maj safcCj assume £at L was of£ 2)wome species an/as ever, it is 
£ mercLnt cCass £at most efcti^ spreads TnowCe/ge an/sfiftLugLt Quino£ to its many fenizens wUer it woaCf 
Qnefit £em or not... 



yOhich is where he then tikes another 30 pages to ©<pUn to no one in particular hat language and writing have 
spread thanks -to merchants needing to converse with their customers both, abroad and at home. Sometimes it is 
a apod thing and sometimes it is a bad thing. Tfloney and mathematics spread this way, too. This eY$ains 
why most folks can. at least converse in a common tongue if not actuAly read and write. Honestly, 30 pages... 

... 2>womes are, of course, among tQ offest species extant upon £ face ofQuinotLCong wi££ JlaCLne, £ newCy name/ 
Xyverint, an£n£ee££e august personages of £ QcCope£ans oursctves. Naturally, onefn/smany similarities in species wi£ 
sucClong histories, Cut £n again, many dffrences as well".. 

And just We that, another fistful of pages gone. All this to tell you. that the 'Dromes, l&kheunes, lyverint, and 
Cyclopedians have been in the world the longest. It is Just We him to forget the Cftwmer thou^k Cummers 
have been here for at least as long as the Cyclopedians. If it lAWsn t for us, they'd never apt anything done. Of 
course, how long that actually is is up for debate. There are those who think the Cyclopedians are a younger 
race. K\ot the youngest mind you, but younger than many of the others. 

There were others before. yOhat happened to them we dont yet t^now, but certain stones in certain ruins 
indicate that there used to be races and species of people that came before even the oldest Dwome and lyverint 
(you have to remember they used to be elves before the curse) records. yOe're taltkng ancient 
'Really, hat's it for this chapter. Over 100 pages to tell you those wo things, long winded, that's what I call it. 

ctfn ages past £ spawn of evif (mown as... 

"Dragons. He's aping to talk dragon here. Seriously, who doesn't know about the dragons and what happened to 
them? let me ap/e you the short and accurate version instead of the long and speculative one he launched into. 
"Dragons were everywhere as were their kindred species Wte serpents and wyverns and other dragon-kin. Vpu 
practically couldn't step foot outside your door without accidentally treading on some scaly fire-breather's 



•territory. '[hen the Qd<keune did something. 1\o one fouws uha.t e%acty, but dl of a sudden Vragpns weren't 
even around anvyvwre. Just the ones cdled £hedders. TWs it. That is dl there is left ofVragpns. 2>ears 
remembering, that. 
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And then bad things happened to the Lvyerint because of the Odthewe. Tftost folks cdl it the curse. It's a 
shame redly to see hm$ bad it has gotten. Ttot muck hope for them. Oh hew the migfcty have fdlen, etc. 

CJfJ%J>d7£Jl4 

1\ope(. 

Jn £ CKrtCm JHg(dtdandd, wddere £ Xyverint LI, Cf is (darsdd anfunfasant Wddere once gdoy an/deauty 
sway andwere every day occurrences, now tdere exists only cdaos anddvid deeds andd£e constant needdf£e curse... 

This is decent stuff here, Vm aping to let him. tell most of it.. 



ifde Jdigdtdndd are primarily a wooddnd~readn wi£ fdnboe ddorest to tlie (Last ancdtde great woods ftde dddony ^ad 
an/^ardwoo/Jorest to £ West. Once ric(d in do£ resources an/cudure, £ rise of£e Xjverint Le seen do£of£ese 
fwinlaway, waste/in £ excess oftdde curse. CKow £ey redy (deavidy on gools ' importe/fom £ Soutdd via £ Zwome 
Cxpanse. Jfd££e City of Courts, is £ fast remaining fastion oftdde odfcudturadreacddoftddc Xyverint an/it is Le £at 
wddatfo cadn deads remain among idem meet to decide sue d "matters f import as £ey can de do£ereddto recognize 



Jide 2)wome Expanse is a vast dan/dsecte/Q £ Jlzardudm ^Mountains anftdr constituent peaQ. Jravedover £is 
range is cfificudt anefdut one true pass exists detween £ two (dadves oftdde Expanse. Jt is per/daps £is feature more £an anj o£er 
tdat dad~tde dd)wome popudtion to decome traders and~mercdants. dTde necessity fredtions wi£peopd outside tdeir own dnds to 
suppd/nee/e/goo/s an/services das da/to many a/vancements in 2)wome society... 

Ijzah, yeah, m km*)... let's move on a bit. 



...dounffto tfe dJfortfdy tfe dfdgfdnf, to tfe South "dy d£)ragonrenfanftfe Gou.ndCjt2a.Qs adfougfnot trudy a 

podticad entity fit's own anfstifto tfe r West dy Clfe dffesting ddfifs, tfe lf)womes coudfeitferfgft a f comers, or profit 

them. fdfeir cfoice is plain to see. 



Jfemain means /expansion anfgrowtfwitfn tfe regions oft fe 2U Expanse fas feen via economic means. Sfrewfdanf 
trades, collateral 'interest of "ff^eal '(Estate, anffequentd, tfe outrigft purchase of "sued "land 'as was needed" to meet tfeir interests 
fave provifftfe dfiwome peopd witfenougfroom.fr expansion anfgrowtf "an fin turn given idem tfe largest dflation of "any 
yet dnown in dfuinotdf. 

"Dromes live and die by the size of tfusir purse. The larger the better. It's not as if they are particularly 
sneaky about it either. 'Everyone brwos. But they sure are apod, at apttinQ the best of a deal. 

2)ragonrenfmucfdfe its peopd, is a waste f dan ff fen into mucfruin. dlfe Sfeffers, as tfey are cafe f seem dared, add to 
fag tfemsedes out ftf swirfng as f tfeir fredears left definfanfit is ondyftting tfat sue fa dwly species dve in tfe dwdest f 
pdces. djfanfto mifnnia of fstruction undasfef on tfe dnfdy tfeir ancestors, mam, great tomes ffnowddge an f darning 



He apes a bit off the rails here. And honestly, it all may be a little too harsh. It seems too easy to simply label 
all 'Shedders as the refuse of Quinoth and dismiss them, out of hand. In. truth, a more reasonable person mhaj/yt 
take the vievo that the £hedders have suffered enou^. and mat/joe it is tme to try to raise them out of the muck 
instead of trod them dovon into it. 

...tfe den ft of tfeir meficinadvenom, Lever, can not de feniefanfmany dves fave deen extenfefdecause of it. Jfondy it were 
not necessary to treat witfsueffspicadd creatures in orfr to acquire it. 



CJ"fe ddlaffeune Concdve is a dttd dnown anfdttd stufef nation. Jfe dkaffeunc ,uard itjeadusdy anfrfse to afw 
outsifrs to travedwitfn it's dorfrs witfout tfe express consent of "afit'sfctions, sometfng w fief is rarely agree f upon even at tfe 
dest of times. ft is dnown to fodfwitfin it's dorfrs dotfvast dafes an fast feserts. Jor many peopd, tfe ondy point of contact is 
Xynson Jower, tfe terminal feafof "one of "tfe many air wfad transport dies. £ven tfen,fo peopd are afwefmore tfan a 
cursory gdance at tfe surrounfng danfs. If fat goes on witfn its dorfrs an f among its peopd fas ever remainefa cypfer to tfe 
outsifewordf ffiven wfat tfe dJlaffeune appear to de capadd ftfs may de no da fifing 



He's not Joking. They've certainly earned their reputation if you can believe everything you bear. T(\ost people, 
given to listening to the oW voive's tales and rumor, give arty Pakheune they meet a voide berth and stay out of 
whatever business they may have. Tf\yse[f, I tend to get along iMth most people and I've not met i4\^t you 
miscall a 'bad Pakheune yet. Strange? Odd? Distant? Vjss, yes, and yes. 3utbad? K\ot really, no. 




The dorilataurs are big, scary and very good at fating. They practice it practically all the time. Vjpu can 
thank them for the fact that Cuadun stands at all. If you left it entirely up to the Cyclopedians to defend the 
City of Tomes, the bati& mulA be over before they even got their bocks closed. yOe like Gamds People. They 
seem to understand that some bocks are as apod as weapons and. Me not necessarily as apod as an ate for 
instance, they can and do bring do^n empires and kings. They help keep our borders safe. And probacy yours, 
too. 




Honestly, if you don't stop him, old InktWik Mil go on fJOPEMES. about Oiadun. It's a lovely place, really, 
but I think not ^wite as lovely as JnktWik Relieves. Tvoo peoples live here, the Cyclopedias iA*th their one great 
eye constantly turned totAwds the Utest te>ct and studying it as they read for the tiniest piece of nevo knoviedge 
about Quinoth and it's inhabitants, and the dimmer, of ttfhich I itself am one. K\ovo, on the vohole the 
(jammer are a much more intelligent, useful, kind, and above all, interesting species. yOe serve the Cyclopedians 
and always have from as far back as any of us can remember. yOe serve them because... voell... no one really 
knovos vohy, lAJejMSt do. A Q^smmer is never more happy than vohen he is helping a Cyclopedian voith his research 
and this is just as it should be. Of course, the important iA>ork the Cyclopedians do can't be interrupted and so 
m've learned little (Awys of not disturbing them as they study. Vf\y father used to say. If you can change out 
the book they're reading and they don't notice, you are Just about good enou^k" Personally, I think ^ow're only 
just beginning. 1W, if you can tmte in it v^hen they are only tsflo pages over? yOell, then m can talk. 




JCeremainferoffrejwafispopuCate/Cj 

£ir (Comes in £ SoutCCem reacCes of&eyvafnestCeCin among £ arms of % ' frejwafl fountains, jCej 
civilization as tney can get andCCere tCey stay, largely unmoCstedC 



are as tar from 



J? mere one CuncCe fears ago £ Sss'ssCma/e tCemseCves Cnown to us in wCat is no, cafe/jCe Jesting JddC. JfCey 
CurstfrtCfiom tCegroun/anfafer some initiation an/severaCunfrtunate situations, Cegan settling in. JlCeir recor/s are 
oCscure to us andCwe nave little CnowCfe of even £eir most recent past. CdCat £ey Cave some affnity witCtCe crystals tney carry 
aLt £ir Cof, anftCrougCtCese tCey are capaCCe ' of communicating witCotCers tooCseveraQears to Lome evi/ent, Ceading to 
mucC of £ initiaC confusion andCtCe (acd "of 'written worCs Cy wCicCto fearn oftCem. Cven Cess is Cnown oftCeir companion species, 
£ £at tCey are in some way refatef seems evident, Cut Ceyon/tCat sCm piece of formation lay words j/et undiscovered^ 

C^re tCey some sort of 3~CoCj CCPtan, scouts, Commanders, or Co tCeyJuflCan as tjet unrecognised ^roC in Sss'ssC society? 
Cy i 



CCCLucC study remains... 



It used to be tMt QxcaynA. Vragonrend W the X>nome 'Expanse all shared cowman borders across much 
larger stretches of land. Then, one day, the Sss'ssk suddenly appeared in the middle of it all. EyentwAly, m 
discovered they Wad tmneled up from belovo ground somewhere and swply sei up shop. For a M,e it looked like 
all four of us voere going to go to voar, blaming each other for the incursion, fortunately, coder heads prevailed 
at Council Lakes and, after much negotiating and drawing lines on maps, a section of land voas given eaudly 
from, the three kingdoms affected to the Sss'ssk to use as their homelands. It has worked out pretty voell so far. 
In etehange for the land you can often find Sss'ssk hard at voork across Quinoth doing some of the more labor 
intensive tasks. Those Hrr'kn though? K\o one seems to knovo vohat they are doing, tyen the Sss'ssk seem 
confused by them tMe at the same time in auoe of them. 

CJ~Ce CounciCdlaCes area is, as Cas Ceen mentioned, "a pCce set aside Cy centuries of tradition as a common meeting area. 

species are representedC Cere ancCalCare requirecCto spendCsome resources in it's support, dejense, andC maintenance of its CoCCngs. <ff 

conftct arises Cetween two peopCes, it is to £ CounciCXaCes area £at tCeygo... 



Council Lakes voas set up so long ago that hardly anyone remembers exactly hovo or vohy it came into being. 
Representatives from each nation are housed in The Toiler of Mepar inhere they debate such issues of the day as 
are brought before them. "Each nation also has a smAl standing army voithin the boundaries of Council Lakes to 
aid in it's defense and to make sure no one tries to pull a fast one on anyone else vohile they are there. It is 
meant to be a peaceful refuge from the troubles of the voorld, a place vohere great minds can come together and 
voork tovoards solving problems voithout interruption, sometimes that voorks. In practice, the Cyclopedians don't 
ever attend, sending a specidly appointed Qiwwmer instead. The Sss'ssk send a Hrr'kn voho supposedly speaks 



for dl of them. Tke 'Qakheune, the tyverint, and ike Vwome change their representatives frequency as r^o 
interests or factions gain the upperhand in ikeir own lands (word is ike %?akkeune execute their previous 
representatives when a new one takes over and ike less said about what ike tyverint do, ike better). £amds 
representative spends most of his time glaring at ike Skedder across ike table and ike skedder himself often 
seems to be out of touch, witk ike worlds events, fortunately, all tks chaos is controlled and managed by an 
overseer and he has recently requested ikat new representatives be sent from each faction. Unfotunately, he's 
done this because something has gone wrong in ike world and fresh minds not bogged down witk ongoing petty 
council rivdries are needed. 

...support staff; ~ supplies an(f (lousing in in tne nearly city off SJiriene, also mown as tne City iSeneat/Ctfie L^trc/C 3~Cere can oe 

~unfciti Z ens_fiom across Quinoff \orQn & an/pfaytn & to & e£r in a true testament to wLt can fe accomptisLfwitd \areffC 
tnouffit ana reasoning. 



littf State off 'Salinas ^Pari lias neither representative on idle council, 'nor say in anytQng Out tlieir own (ocaf politics. 
4 prosper an/even tdve in wL is ar & ua^ one oftQ most fffffcult Tocations. Surrounfef entirety Q water tQy L a 
seeminfff cliarmea^existence... 

I don t know what to say about tkese guys. They're in a bad spot, but tkey've gone largely unmolested over ike 
years. Someday I really want to get out tkere and check them out. Imagine the manuscripts they must have. 



^ust are a sinister anafforefoding place. J\o gooa^tOng comesffrom tdere ana^no joocftldnggoes to it wiUdwffij. 
Jluin, waste, anffevastation are aftfat is fnown tfere. Jfere, £ dragons /i/tLir worst woffana^muc/iofft/ie lana^ 
remains a score liea^wastc. <3~rom tne l^disperin^ l^astes in tne l^est to tne s/wres offtne Silver Sea in tne <Sast, no sane man 
setsffoot in tne <JJs(es offlX^ust tfiowffi many nave... 

The Isles of Vust. Just ike name makes you cringe with fear. All tke stories ever told to an ill-behaved child 
about a boogey-man or goblins or tke fnger-snatchers come from something found in the Isles of Vust. The 
worst part isn't wkatis come out tkouak, it's what has gone in. Tke last great war was fouakt tkere hAf a 
century aap against ike things inside. yOe lost many people and, as often as not, they were used against us. 
K\ot as the living dead\ Ok, no{ Tke corrupted dead you can deal with, you know they aren't themselves any 
more, just animated husks with no red life in tkem. That's easy. 3ut, what do you do when people We 
H'mnusa, the tyverint Oienerd, goes in at the head of an Army and just disappears, then, a month later, 
someone calling himself Hmnusa ike Verantpd clams a stronakold on ike very borders of what used to be ike 
Vwome 'Expanse? How do you deal MtK tkat reality? yOell, we did what we had to and some folks stilt live 
witk the niffftimare of what happened to ikeir kitk and kin ikat turned tkem to the dark. yOe won back then, 
but now, if you can believe ike rumors and the stories out of ike K\ortk, things are coming back. 
Ijzak, Tve had enouak of this chapter. 
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i-Jransportation in ancfarouncftQ. Qnc£ oj~Quirwt(i (iols always pdujtcfan important role in t(ie leve^ 



ofifs mam/ people... 

Unless you are some sort of hopeless rube, from.. I dunno, Vragonrend or The 'Westing Hills, you already know dl 
about the Air VQhdes and the routes thsy run from. Booford Tower in the Tlorth to ditto major lands. They're 
temjperamentd, skittish, and cant carry a lot for cargo, lout tkey are good for getting folks from, one fence to 
another aiw&er than overland travel would be. They are, by and large, less dangerous, too. dthoutfi, if you are 
on one when a storm hits, or they suddenly spook, there's nowhere to go but down 

If that doesnt suit you, you could dways try one of the old teleport rings and hope the other end isn't blocked, 
broken, or otherwise detr'mentd to your hedtk. Up to you, redly. 

Ijzah, this is dl fluff and putting on airs now. Blah blah blah, Vm a big fancy researcher reader. Blah blah, 
far superior to my peers... yakl&ty-yak-yak... yddt.jwhat's this? 

L^^na^in closing, allow me a Criefmoment to address my assistant: Ct mutantum mea verQim, maledictum vos! 



Uk-oh. Tme to go{ 



